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RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITIES SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [2.06 pm]: I have pleasure in advising the house 
that significant grant funding of almost $6 million has been made available for the benefit of the state’s 
recreational boating public. Members will be aware that recreational boating is a popular pastime for a great 
number of Western Australians. The boating fleet in WA continues to expand, with 53 000 active boat 
registrations in the metropolitan area and about 45 000 in regional WA. This equates to an average of 30 boats 
per 1 000 people in Perth and about 70 boats per 1 000 people in regional WA. 
The grant funding that I announced on Saturday, 7 June, is made available through the recreational boating 
facilities scheme. In this latest round, 28 projects received grants ranging from $30 000 to $1 million in locations 
around the coast from Esperance in the south to Kununurra in the north. Grants are available for projects such as 
boat launching ramps, moorings, floating jetties, fish cleaning tables, trailer parking areas and channel dredging, 
and for the planning of new facilities. This year the projects supported include remediation of the regional boat 
ramp at Karratha town beach, a substantial upgrade to the Lily Creek boating facility at Kununurra, research to 
determine the feasibility of boating facilities at Secret Creek near Onslow, and the extremely popular Tantabiddi 
boat ramp trailer parking in Exmouth. One of the projects that I announced recently in Esperance was a grant of 
$187 000 for the upgrade to trailer parking at the Bandy Creek boat ramp. The grant program has allocated over 
$36 million to 374 recreational boating facility projects, with the amount of funding made available by this 
government boosted in recent years by royalties for regions funding. Boat owners themselves also make a direct 
contribution to the RBFS, with part funding from boat registration fees. 
The state continues to foster partnerships with local governments and authorities in helping to meet the needs of 
WA’s growing boating community. The government looks forward to continuing the recreational boating 
facilities scheme to support recreational boating infrastructure throughout WA. The next round of the RBFS will 
be open for applications in October this year. 
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